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New Chapel Ready
For Holiday Prayer, Meditation

Inside this issue:

Paradoxically, the - and beyond. A new whenever the churchis,
2 Christmasseasonisoneof chapd, located in the typicaly 7:30 am. to 5
2 both great spiritual oppor-  administrative building p.m.
tunity and challenge ? a adjacent to Pastor during the week and
Lectionary 4 timeof celebration aswell  Sharp's office, opened many nights and week-
as stress. last month. ends when events are
5 "Y ou can get through The chapel featuresa  being held in the build-
the whole holidaysand be  cherry wood and lime- ing. By design, thereis

7 Caught up in the parties stone interior, askylight, no lock on the chapel's
and the pressures,” says and CD sound system. It door.
Calendar Insert Pastor Jack Sharp. is nine feet by nine feet, Pastor Sharp says he
Thanksto the generos-  with an 18-foot-ceiling,  wants to avoid having it
ity of long-time Govans making it perfect for in- become a space for

Senior Network of North

members John and Helen  dividual or small group committee meetings and

Topics to Look For: Kovach, thechurchhasa  meditation, small wed-
- NEW: From the Pas- new facility for people dings, prayer or quiet Cont’d on page 2
tor's Bookshelf seeking arefuge from reading. Cont’d form
the pressures of the season It will be open page 1

- Senior Network’s

Sunday Luncheon From the PaStOl‘Z EM MANUEL
- Celtic Concert & Silent
Auction Not too long ago achurch  applied, since the earliest Latin word that refers to God
. New Members’ Din- member asked what the name days, to Jesus, who is our becoming human (literaly in
ner Emmanuel meant. It is used Emmanuel. Jesus Christ the flesh) through Jesus
around Advent and Christmas represents God coming to Christ. The hymn writer has
+ And a lot more!!! each year aswesing“O Come, O dwell with humankind. Itis  saidit best,

Come, Emmanuel.” Whoisthis  the affirmation that wearenot  “O come Desire of nations,
Emmanue (or “Immanue” asitis donein thiscrazy world orin  bind, All peoplesin one heart

sometimes spelled)? ItisaHe- this vast universe. and mind; Bid envy, strife
brew name which literally means Itisanameyoucan  and discord cease; Fill the
. “God with us.” It isused in the apply to Jesuswhenyou are  whole word with heaven's
Ed'g’“rice ML aughlin  DOOK Of Isgiah 7, verse 14 as a praying a anytimein any peace. Rejoice! Rejoice! Em-
Edito??a, board: 9 promise of the birth of ababy to  place. Itislifted up a Christ-  manuel, Shal come to thee,
MikeField signify God's presence with the mas to celebrate the O lsrad!
Jon Morgan people of Israel. Thetitle hasbeen “Incarnation” — which isthe Pastor Sharp

Jim Williams.



The Bellringer

the such, something that is con-
trary to its purpose.

A candle and icon on the
bronze shelf is now the focal
point, and the church is looking
at other ideas for interior deco-
ration. Bibles and prayer books
will be kept in the chapd.

"Somebody who is upset
about something, or just needs a
quiet place, can comein and use
it," the Pastor says. It offersan
important alternative to the
large sanctuary, which is expen-
sive to keep heated and lit dur-

ing off- hours.

The chapel, and associated
renovations of the pastor's and sec-
retary's offices, cost $160,000.

Pastor Sharp offers these sug-
gestions to first-time users:

*First light the candle, to focus
your attention and help clear your
mind.

*Keep the music soft.

*Start with a silent reading of
scripture. Many of the psalms, espe-
cially 23, about the Lord leading us
to still waters, are good ones to
start with. Psalms 27, 28 and 30,

rage 2 DAY 5

about healing, and 42 are also
good.

*Close your eyes and try to
picture the scene described in the
psalm in your mind, and meditate
on its meaning.

"Some may find it comforting
that the psalmists went through
the same things that they are
now," the Pastor says. It is be-
lieved the psalms were first writ-
ten 500 years before Christ.

By: Jon Morgan

An Advent Program: “Soup at Six”

A Heartfdt Thank You
to All

Dear Friends,

Although the Bible doesn't men-
tion mandolins, the Psalmist callson
us to praise God with "stringed in-

struments and flutes." [Psalm 150:4].

Now, thanks to your generosity, the
Sharp house is full of praiseas|
practice and enjoy playing the beau-
tiful Ovation "Applause’ mandolin
you gave me for my 65th birthday.
Thank you very much for your kind-
ness and this joyful surprise gift.

Pastor Jack Sharp

The Gratltude
Corner:

Does the holiday "hustle
J and bustle" have you
walking around in
@ circles? Are you hav-
ing trouble remem-
bering why you have
to buy 4 Cdling Birds, 3 French
Hens, 2 Turtle Doves and a Par-
tridge in a Pear Tree? Have you
forgotten what Advent really
means? If you answered
"What?' to any of these ques-
tions, then Soup at Six is for
you. Actualy, Soup at Six is
for anyone who would like to
join us for atime of mediation
and reflection using various
means such as walking the laby-

rinth, guided meditation, or
Bible reading and reflection.
Following this time of reflec-
tion, we will then come to-
gether for a delicious bowl of
soup and bread before we go
on our various ways.

Bring afriend and join us on
Thursday evenings, Decem-
ber 4, 11, 18 in Sharp Hall at
6:00 p.m. as we gather to
pause and renew our spirits as
we enter this holy time of the
year .

By: Ed Richardson

Hard to be Merry Christmas

ness, and family. For those who are
hurting - for any number of reasons
- the atmosphere of this time of year
can amplify feelings of pain, grief,
loneliness, or despair.

Join us here at Govans Presbyterian
Church on Sunday, December 14 at

The seasons of Advent and
Christmas are an emotionally charged
time. Thereis agreat dea of pressure
placed on people not only to spend alot
of money, but also to feel a certain way
and experience a particularly joyous
mood. All of thisis coupled with an
emphasis on remembering, together-

“Sad is the man who

£ in himself.”

- Roy H. Williams

Cont’d on page 3
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An Invitation From the Church Growth & Outreach Ministry Area

Think of three
friends who don’'t go to
church. We invite you to
invite them to Govans!

Research into
church growth has con-
sistently shown that the
single most important
way that people cometo
anew churchis by being
invited by a friend.

Growth at Govans
means that we all must
take an active part in in-
viting friends to church

Christmas Celtic Concert and

for worship or any of the
many other activities at
Govans.

Advent is a par-
ticularly good time to in-
vite friends to Govans.
Invite them to the free
Keltia Concert on De-
cember 6™; they will be
welcome to join in the
silent auction as well. If
they have children, be
sure to invite them to the
5:00 p.m. Christmas Eve
sarvice featuring the liv-

Silent Auction

ing nativity in which all
the children participate
(you can never have too
many shepherds and an-
gels). Thishas been a
particular Christmas Eve
favorite for Govans fami-
lies over the years.

Others may ap-
preciate an invitation to
Christmas Eve Commun-
ion at 8:00 p.m. or the
11:00 p.m. service which
features our choir.

Still others may
appreciate Pastor Sharp’s
Advent sermons on the
theme "The Road to
Bethlehem."

While you are
thinking of friends you
would like to invite, con-
sider which of these ser-
vices you and your fam-
ily will be attending. Join
with your church family
and their guests as we
celebrate Advent and
Christmas together.

A HAPPY
THOUGHT

Keltia, the Baltimore Celtic
music ensemble, will perform a
free concert at Govans Presbyte-
rian Church on Saturday, Decem-
ber 6. Led by Jared Denhard, the
Keltia concert will be part of the
church’s "Celtic Christmas' cele-
bration which features the Concert,
a silent auction, and wine, cheese,
and dessert refreshments. It's all
free and open to the public. Child
care will be provided.

Doors will open at 6:00 pm
for the silent auction featuring do-
nated items, services and vacation

MARINERS
The Mariners  Road at 6:30 p.m.
Christmas Party will ~ Call the Forbesto

be held December
13th at the home of
Charlesand Marilyn

Forbes, 13408 Bladon  will bring.

tell them you will
come (410) 667-
4241 and what you

opportunities. "There will be some-
thing for everyone" said Kit Clark,
one of the celebration co-chairs. The
Keltia concert will a 7:30 in the
church sanctuary.
Govans Presbyterian Church
is widely known for its community
involvement. It is one of the founding
churches of GEDCO (the Govans
Ecumenical Development Corpora-
tion), the developer of Stadium Place.
The church is located at 5828
York Road, just south of Northern
Parkway and the Senator Theatre.

"Words have weight,
sound and
appearance;
it is only by
considering these
that you can write a
sentence that is good
to look at and good
to listen to."

-Somerset Maugham

Cont’d from page 2—Hard to Merry Christmas
4:00 p.m. for a special time of worship and reflection.
This worship service is to provide a setting where people

can come together, acknowledge their pain, be reassured
that they are not alone in their feelings - and that there is
nothing wrong with the feelings they may be having - and
to experience the message of God's unconditional love
which is a the heart of this season.

By: Ed Richardson
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Parents With Young Children

Our next event will be a Cookie Decorating
Party and Potluck Dinner. Please join us on Sat-
urday, December 13" from 5-8 p.m. in the
church’s multi-purpose room in the basement.
Undecorated butter cookies, icing and decora-
tions will be provided. However, fed free to
bring your own undecorated sugar cookies, gin-
ger bread men, etc. Each family will leave with a
plate or two of cookies! Also, please bring adish
to share for dinner. Contacts: Alison Petersen
(410-737-8355), Doris Shenk (410-433-3366) or
Karen DeCamp (410-323-9780)

Automatic Debit Now Being
Offered At Govans

Automatic Debit Govansisreally into the 21st cen-
tury now! For members who make regular pledge
contributions we can arrange to automatically debit
your bank account. Avoid any costs associated with
writing checks, or missing a contribution while you
areaway. It's easy to set up. See our treasurer,
Carol Hamilton, or her associate, Charles Forbes,
any Sunday morning in the work room for more
details, or to arrange for thisinnovative service.

By: Fred Gaede

LECTIONARY FOR THE LORD’SDAY:

DECEMBER
12/7 2nd Sunday of Advent
Mal 3:1-4; Luke 1:68-79; Phil. 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6
12/14 3rd Sunday of Advent

Zeph. 3:14-20; |sa. 12:2-6; Phil. 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18
12/21 4th Sunday of Advent

Micah 5:2-5a; Luke 1:47-55 or Psa. 80:1-7; Heb. 10:5-10;

L uke 1:39-45 (46-55)
12/24 Christmas Eve

Isa. 9:2-7; Ps. 96; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)

12/25 Christmas Day

Dawn: Isa. 62:6-12; Ps. 97; Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:(1-7) 8-20
Day: Isa. 52:7-10; Ps. 98; Heb. 1:1-4 (5-12); John 1:1-14

12/28 1st Sunday After Christmas

1 Sam. 2:18-20, 26; Ps. 148; Col. 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52

Neighbors Helping Neighbors

It has been atradition here at Govans to help our
neighbors less fortunate than most of us, during the
holiday season.

Beginning on November 30th, the traditional
“Angel Board” will be set up in the Gallery with names
and needs of folks whom we can assist to have a Merry
Christmas.

This year we will be having about 5 familiesin-
cluding 25 individuals from Family and children’s Ser-
vices, 10 individuas from Micah House, and 25 chil-
dren’s gifts for McKim Center.

Pan now to take an individua or two from the
“Angel Board”. We hope we can give everyone a Mer-
rier Christmas.

Signing added to Service

The 11 p.m. service is now offered with sign-
language trandation for the hearing impaired, thanks to
member Connie Newton.< Connie has a hearing impaired
friend who expressed an interest in attending our services
and Connie volunteered to provide the trandation. She ob-
tains advance copies of Pastor Sharp's sermons in prepara-
tion, and stands to the right of the pulpit, at ground level,
during the service, signing.< "There are very few choices
for a deaf person to go to church," the pastor says.< The
church plans to place a number of advertisements in coming
weeks, inviting other hearing-impaired people to attend.

From Pastor Sharp’s
Bookshelf

Beyond Belief: The Secret Gospel of Thomas— writ-
ten by Elaine Pagels.

This book has been on the best seller list
for a number of weeks - and it is no wonder. In a
fascinating narrative, Dr. Pagel contrasts the
Gospe of Thomas with the Gospel of John. The
Gospel of Thomas is one of the lost gospels dis-
covered among the Nag Hammadi scrollsin
Egypt in the last century. Pagels suggests that we
should recover Thomas as away of experiencing
the diversity of our religious history. The book
gives a fascinating account as to how the gospels
were selected for the canon of scriptures, and
what happened to those (like Thomas) which
were rgected. The book is semi-
autobiographical as Pagels leads you on her own
spiritua journey.
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WORSHIP LEADERS USHERSFOR
FOR NOVEMBER
NOVEMBER 930 am.
12/7 Robin Chandlee Ray Family
12/14 JoAnn Copes 11:00 a.m.

12/21 Fred Gaede

JoeHamilton, Capt.

Parent’s Day Out

Parent’s Day Out
will be held on Saturday,
December 20th from
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Page 5

lunch and entertainment.
This time can be used to
get any last minute
Christmas shopping
done. Reservations are

12/28 David Draper

If you areinterested in being
aWorship Leader or you
would likeyour namere-
moved from thelist, contact
the church office at 410-435-

Fred Gaede
Karen Duncan
Rosemary Lareau

This event helps to sup-
port the Youth's fund-
rasers. The cost per
child is $25.00. The
children  will receive

preferred but not re-
quired. Call 410-435-
9188 to let us know you
are coming.

Magdalene Fennell

John E. Markel

9188 or Caleb Corkery at
410-433-3366.

The Presbyterian Home of

Maryland, Inc.

The Presbyterian Home of Maryland currently has
rooms available for independent residents as well as
those who require a moderate amount of assistance
with the tasks of daily living. During the next two

A Million Thanks To All Of You

Many thanks for the communion offering of Au-
gust 3, 2003 for the Cairo YWCA Summer Camp
Scholarship fund. | cashed the check of $264.00
and it was converted to LE1320.00 which was a
good amount. Thiswill enable a number of chil-
dren to enjoy a week away from the hot environs of
a Cairo summer who would not otherwise be able
to attend camp.

months, the Home will be brimming with holiday Jean Isteero
cheer and treasured decorations. This is wonderful . - -

. .. . P B o VP e O N
time of year to visit with us! Please call Pam Patter-

son at 410-823-4622 for information or to arrange a 0 0 0

tour. We look forward to seeing you!

Parents Afternoon Out!

Need to do that last minute
shopping? Need afew hoursjust to
yoursalf? 'Y outh group is sponsoring
a Parents afternoon out on Saturday,
December 20 from 10:00 am. until
4:00 p.m. We will provide activities,
lunch and even naps as needed! (Ed
has volunteered to lead the Nap Bri-
gade!) Reservations are not needed
but certainly helpful in planning the
food and the craft. Call the church
office at 410-435-9188 to sign up
today!

Summer Mission Trips

Summer mission trips are approaching quickly. We are work-
ing on possible trips to El Salvador, Montreat, Pine Ridge, SD
and a possibility of attending Presbyterian Y outh Triennium
at Purdue University. SO, we will be sending out letters with
information including dates, costs and other info. Please note*
If you are interested in attending Montreat Y outh Week,
please let us know . Reservations are due by mid-January!

Confirmation Class 2004

Confirmation Class will begin in February 2004. WE will be
contacting Middle school parents and youth. If you have not

been confirmed and would like more information, contact Ed
Richardson or Pastor Sharp.
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2nd

Tom Clark

lan Robinson

5th

Paul Blackiston, Jr.
Bob Cushman
Christina Campbell
Paul Hobbs

Owen Corkery

6th

Ralph Arnsdorf
Robin Trully

7th

Joe Hamilton
Andrew North
11th

David Bryant

12th

Catherine Burleson
13th

EvaKaplan
Leiserson

16th
Stuart Ray
Nene Crie

22nd

Ted Kruse

23rd

Ellen Leiserson
Alex Cox

24th

Bill Leard

25th

Jean Lowers
27th

Bettyann Phillips
Kathy Haduch
Brad Seabolt
28th

Ken Kaniecki
Lise Worthington
29th

Lena Thompson
Kenny Corson
Gerald Dorsey
Shannon Hopkins
30th

Caroline Knarr
Jeannette Hobbs
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Senior High News

Beginning on Decem-
ber 7th, we will be hosting

"First Sunday Film Series’ for

all senior high youth. We will
meet at 10:10 am., following
the first service. The morning
will include avideo and dis-
cussion and brunch. We will
plan to conclude the morning
by 12 noon when the second
serviceisover.

The"First Sunday
Film Series’ will continue the
first Sunday of the month

through the spring of 2004.
On December 14th and 21st
we will be making Christ-
mas decorations for our
shut-ins and friends in need.
Please come for some social
time and fun while we get
credtive.

Hope to see you
each week throughout De-
cember.

By: Bonnie Thomson

Thank You From the Youth Group

A big Y outh Group thank you to all the people who con-
tinue to support us in our fund raising endeavors. Y our par-
ticipation alows more youth to be involved in the trips!

Thank you once again.

LABYRINTH WALKSIN DECEMBER

The Indoor Labyrinth will be open each Thursday eve-
ning from December 4 through December 181 in Sharp Hall at

6:00 PM

The Outdoor Labyrinth will be lighted, with a guide pre-
sent for outdoor walks on the Winter Solstice, December 21t at
7:00 PM, (The Solstice is actually at 2:04 AM the 22nd, but we
will walk the evening before). Finally, the Outdoor Labyrinth will
be open for walks and on Christmas Eve between the Services

The Indoor Labyrinth will also be available for walkers
on Sunday, December 14 following the “Hard To Be Merry”

Service at 4:00 PM.

ADULT OPTIONS

If your birthday does not show in your birth
month we might not have it. Please cal the
office at 410-435-9188 and let us know when
your birthday is, or you may e-mail it to
gpcoffice@yahoo.com.

Exploring the Magnificat: Our Advent Study will focus
on one passage, the Magnificat of Mary found in Luke
1:46-55. Our study will incorporate looking at eh Magnifi-
cat through three different lenses. biblical narrative, mu-
sc, and art. Ms. Barbara Stumpf, will lead this series. De-
cember 7, 14, and 21.
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SNNB: Senior Network of North Baltimore
Located in the Harry & Jeanette Weinberg Center

The SNNB offers a variety of programs and activities for senior adults. Below are a few of
the activities for the upcoming month. For more information on any of these programs, please
call SNNB at 410-323-7131.

PDPPPVPVI?VVV?V?VVV?VDVP?VIVVV?VDVV?VPVVP?V?VPP?VPPVPPP?PPP2PP??P?22?27??27?27?7

FRIDAY LUNCH BUNCH
Join SNNB for a gourmet box lunch and a program every Friday at Noon.
All Luncheons are subject to change.

December 5 Out to Lunch Bunch Jade Gardens
December 12 Square Dancing

December 19 Christmas Brunch & Sing Along Pianist: Sophia Rosol
December 26 MERRY CHRISTMAS CLOSED

Call 410-323-7131 to sign up. You MUST sign up by the end of the day on Monday.
A $1.50 to $2.00 donation to Eating Together is suggested for people 60 or over.
Under 60, please pay the full cost of the meal ($5.95). Sponsored by Eating Together.

PDPVPVP?V?PP?PP?P?P?PVPPP0?070?PP?PP?2?0?0?0?0?2?22??2??27?27??27?7?27

SPANISH CLASSES FREE BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS
MONDAY S 1/12/04-3/29/04 Wednesday, December 10th 10:30 am.
The Senior Network of North Baltimore is having CHAIR MASSAGE
Spanish Classes. The Classes are.  Beginning Monday, December 8th
Spanish 1 from 10:30 am. -12:00 p.m. this is for $10.00 for 15 minutes
those who have no knowledge. Intermediate Span- 12:00—1:45 p.m.
ish I from 12:30 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. This is for Call to make an appointment
those who have some knowledge. Come and en-

MANICURESAND HAIRCUTS

iov!!
1% Monday, December 17th
SPINAL STENOSISTALK $5.00 plus tip for haircut
$4.00 plus tip for manicure
10:00—1:00 p.m.
MON., January 26th at 2:00 p.m. Call to make an appointment

Dr. Mesfin Lemma, Orthopedic spine
gpecidist from Good Samaritan Hos-
pital, will tak on Spina Stenosis.
Spinal Stenosis is the number one di-
agnosis that Dr. Lemma sees in his
patients over 55 years of age and is
often the maor cause of lower back
pain. Cal to sign up.

COMPUTERS
BB CLASSESBEGINNING
% INJANUARY CALL
SENIOR NETWORK
WITH SCHEDULES &
COURSES
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

DATED MATERIAL
Please Deliver Between
11/20-11/30

WE'RE ON THE WEB
WWW.GOVANSPRES.ORG

9:30 a.m.— 10:00 a.m.
CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICE
With Contemporary Music (Coordinator: Mike Kirkpatrick)
10:10a.m.
SUNDAY SCHOOL AND ADULT OPTIONS
11:00 a.m.
TRADITIONAL WORSHIP

with Organ and Chancel Choir (Dir. Of Music, James Galdieri)
BARRIER FREE

CHILDCARE ISPROVIDED FOR BOTH SERVICES
ALL ARE WELCOME
THE ELLEN MORRISSMEMORIAL LABYRINTH

isopen from dawn to dusk daily

Non-Profit Org.
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Candlelight Service with
Lessons & Carols
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