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Miss West Virginia Scholarship Organization
129 Hickory Ridge Road, Morgantown, WV  26508

Dear 2010 Miss West Virginia Contestant,


Congratulations! You have earned the right to compete in the 2010 Miss West Virginia Scholarship Pageant.  By competing in the state pageant, you are taking the next step toward becoming Miss West Virginia, or even, perhaps, our state’s first Miss America.  The entire Miss West Virginia Scholarship Organization is excited to welcome you to this year’s pageant.  We are committed to doing all we can to make this an incredibly rewarding experience for you.

As you know, the 2010 Miss West Virginia Scholarship Pageant is not that far away.  The information contained in this letter will hopefully help you to be as prepared as possible for your Miss West Virginia experience.

· INITIAL STATE PAGEANT INFORMATION:  Although you will receive much more information about the State Program in subsequent correspondence and at Orientation, here is some initial information to help you with your planning:

· The state pageant will be held at the Creative Arts Center on the West Virginia University Campus in Morgantown. The preliminaries will be June 23, 24 and 25, 2010 and the finals will be June 26, 2010. This is a slightly different format than in past years!  You will learn all of the exciting details at Orientation.
· You should plan to arrive in Morgantown for Pageant Week on Thursday, June 17, 2010.  Although final details are still in the works, you should plan to arrive in Morgantown around midafternoon.  If scheduling changes are made, you will be notified ASAP!

· We will provide housing, transportation and meals for you once you arrive for Pageant Week. 

· Accompanying this letter are several forms and a checklist with instructions for completion and submission of these forms and other important items. The checklist sets forth due dates for you. A good practice is to keep a copy of these forms for yourself.  
· E-MAIL: On the enclosed forms, please provide an e-mail address(es) that you check on a regular basis. We will use e-mail to disseminate information on a frequent basis as it allows us to communicate time sensitive information in an efficient manner.
· ORIENTATION:  Orientation for the State Pageant will begin on at approximately 5:30 PM on Friday, April 23, 2010 at The Greenbrier Resort in White Sulphur Springs Morgantown. Initial details are attached at the end of this letter.  We will send out more details soon about the events for Orientation. We anticipate Orientation will end on Saturday, April 25, 2010 at noon. In addition to our amazing venue, there will be lots of new and exciting events planned for orientation.  
· TALENT SELECTION: As soon as you have made your talent selection, please mail your selection on the enclosed talent form to the address shown on the form. You will receive a confirmation, in writing, of clearance of your talent selection. All selections are on a first come-first serve basis. Talent may be no longer than 90 seconds- NO EXCEPTIONS.  Your music maybe shorter.  Talent is limited to 90 seconds at Miss America. You will receive information as to how talent can be presented to Candy Reid, our Executive Producer, during the Orientation process so that she can provide you with helpful tips about performing your talent. The deadline for selecting talent will be May 14, 2010.  If you have background music, you will need to have two copies of a CD with the music (and only the music) for pageant week.
· ATTENDANCE: Attendance at Orientation, and at all pageant week activities, is MANDATORY.  While your local Executive Director and even pageant committee members may attend Orientation, we also encourage you to bring a parent or other personal supporter. We will have a presentation just for these folks about our program, what to expect during pageant week and just how they can best help you get ready!  
There will be a minimal fee of $55 ($55 is advance registration, $85 for registration at the door)  for all attendees.  This fee covers facility cost and meals.  Meals include 2 dinners and 1 lunch for all attendees and additionally 2 breakfasts for contestants, all prepared by The Greenbrier Resort.  To receive the rate of $55, registration must be completed on-line by April 19, 2010. Visit the Miss West Virginia website at www.misswestvirginia.org to register and pay your registration fees on line.

If you would like to be placed with a roommate at Orientation to defray cost of the room, please let me know.

· It imperative that you arrive at Orientation, and all pageant events ON TIME.  We will start at the designated time. There is a lot of important information we have to cover and starting on time will be necessary to ensure that we are able to effectively provide you with the information you will need to make this experience successful. 
Make the most out of this time as you prepare for the state pageant.  There is undoubtedly a lot to do to get ready for the state pageant.  The work will pay off!!  You will be learning skills that will help you not only for the pageant but also in your professional and personal life!  And, be sure to have fun as well as you prepare.  Should you have any questions, comments or concerns during the next few months, please do not hesitate to call, write or e-mail.  
Sincerely,
Leah Summers

Executive Director

PHONE: 
304 291-5666 Home/888-514-1891, ext. 1849 Work/304 282-3462 Cell

E-MAIL
leah.summers @mylanlabs.com

FAX

724 514 1879(Use a cover sheet and include my name, please)

ADDRESS:
129 Hickory Ridge Road


Morgantown, WV 26508
Keep away from those who try to belittle your ambitions.  Small people always do that, but the really great make you believe that you too can become great."  
-Mark Twain
ORIENTATION INFORMATION
The 2010 Miss West Virginia/West Virginia’s Outstanding Teen pageant season is well underway!  Before we know it, we will be celebrating the wonderful Year Talia and Jackie have had representing our organization and also crowning a new Miss WV and a new WV’s Outstanding Teen. 

As always, our kickoff event this year will be Orientation.  However, what will make this year’s Orientation weekend more special and exciting than ever is the location……. 

We will be hosted by the world famous, West Virginia treasure, The Greenbrier Resort in White Sulphur Springs, West Virginia. To match this amazing venue, we will have many new, exciting and fabulous events as part of Orientation.

Attendees will include all 2010 miss and teen contestants, parents as well as local directors and committees and the state organization.  More details about the agenda will be coming soon but for now, it is important for you to make your reservations. 

The dates for Orientation are April 23-25, 2010.  We will begin Orientation on Friday evening at approximately 5:30 PM.   

For our event, The Greenbrier is offering an amazing rate of $139.00 per night, double occupancy.  If you are traveling alone and would like to be paired with another contestant as a roommate, let me know and we will work to make that happen. 

Orientation will end at noon on Sunday, April 25, 2010. 
We will have events all day on Saturday and will likely run very late on both Friday and Saturday night.  Based upon the sort of events we are planning for the weekend, you will probably have a few ‘wardrobe changes’ each day so staying at The Greenbrier will be critical to your ability to be prepared and on time for all of the events we have planned. 

Please make your reservations as soon as possible.  Contact information for The Greenbrier is below.  To receive the special rate for our event, reference the Miss West Virginia Orientation event. 

300 W. Main Street

White Sulphur Springs, WV 24986

Reservations 800-453-4858 

Again, you will receive more information about Orientation, including an agenda and other important things you will need to have ready before and for Orientation weekend in the next month or so…..but please make your reservations now so that we are sure to have enough rooms available for our needs! 

Thank you! 
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