STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING
The Purpose of the Miss West Virginia Scholarship Organization (MWVSO) includes:

1. Provision of scholarship funds.

2. Representation of the State of West Virginia with the utmost integrity and charm through the MWVSO, our contestants and specifically, Miss West Virginia.

3. Promotion of the State of West Virginia for growth and development through travel and tourism, business and employment opportunities and other economic opportunities.

4. Representation of the sponsors of the Miss West Virginia Scholarship Pageant in good taste.

5. Representation of the State of West Virginia in the Miss America Pageant.

6. Provision of opportunity for participants to improve, mature, and form new friendships through the competition and association with others.

Whereas, MWVSO desires to maintain a positive relationship with the State of West Virginia as well as MWVSO sponsors, patrons and other supporters. 
Whereas, these relationships necessitate three important premises including:

1. During the time period from when Miss West Virginia is named and the naming of her successor, (her “year of service”), Miss West Virginia will and must be “Miss West Virginia” at all times during her year of service.  It is imperative that cognizance be given to the personal adjustment and sacrifices that must be when assuming this new and challenging role.  Miss West Virginia is a celebrity, a name, and by act of the Legislature, the honorary hostess for the State of West Virginia.

2. The MWVSO through the Executive Director’s Office, must have absolute management control of Miss West Virginia for her year of service.

3. Miss West Virginia is subject to the rules and provisions of: (i) this statement of understanding, (ii) the Contestant’s Contract and (iii) those that may be promulgated by MWVSO (collectively referred to as “Rules”).  Failure by Miss West Virginia to comply with the Rules to the satisfaction of MWVSO during her entire year of service may lead to the forfeiture of her title, crown, and all awards, prizes and perquisites pertaining thereof. 

Whereas, it is important for all contestants in the Miss West Virginia Pageant to be aware of the expectations of MWVSO in order for Miss West Virginia’s year of service to be successful.

Therefore, each Miss West Virginia contestant shall sign this Statement of Understanding to signify that she has read this document, is aware of the terms and conditions contained herein and agrees to be bound by such terms and conditions.
Miss West Virginia will:

1. Refer all appearance requests to her Appearance Coordinator and shall not agree to an appearance unless and until approval is given for such appearance by the Appearance Coordinator. She shall not change or attempt to change the scheduling of any appearance without permission from the Appearance Coordinator or the MWVSO Executive Director or President.
2. Refer all press, radio, or television requests to her Appearance Coordinator.

3. Refer all endorsement and promotional requests to her Appearance Coordinator. 

4. Honor and fulfill all approved and scheduled appearances as directed by her Appearance Coordinator.

5. Promote a state wide platform or platforms as designated by MWVSO.
6. Within, one month after being crowned, provide an outline of her platform presentation as she envisions it being presented. Additionally, before her platform is presented in a public setting, she shall rehearse her presentation before those that are designated by MWVSO.
7. Properly prepare herself to meet the requirements of approved appearances, including obtaining directions to appearance locations, understanding the scope of the appearance (i.e. dress, presentation, timing, etc.) and being prompt for each and every aspect of an appearance.
8. Request of the Appearance Coordinator, in advance so as to not interfere with the scheduling of appearances, time off for appointments and other personal matters, including reasonable vacation time.
9. Prepare herself in conjunction with the guidance of the Executive Director and others as appointed by the Executive Director to prepare to compete in the Miss America Pageant.

10. Provide at her own expense, photographs for Miss America and for press release purposes.
11. From the time between her becoming Miss West Virginia and the Miss America Pageant, be available at all times to insure her total commitment, under the guidance of the MWVSO Executive Director, to preparation for her appearance at the Miss America Pageant.
12. Be available to ensure that all paperwork required for Miss America is completed in a timely and complete fashion.
13. Depart for the location of the Miss America Pageant from Morgantown on a pre-determined date set by the MWVSO.

14. Provide, at her own expense, for her own Miss America wardrobe requirements except as such may be provided by MWVSO or the Miss America Organization.

15. Maintain immaculate personal grooming and behave with decorum and dignity at all times when she is in a public setting, whether on an official public appearance or not. This means that Miss West Virginia shall exhibit proper behavior so as not to bring any negative attention on herself or the MWVSO, i.e., no smoking or drinking in public, never in the obvious company of a male companion on appearances and limited cell phone use, gum chewing, etc.
16. Post on social networking sites only that information in terms of content and scope that has been approved by MWVSO.
17. Write, in a timely fashion. personal thank-you notes, paid for at her expense, to contracting party for all appearances, to all sponsors of the MWVSO and to any others as may be requested by MWVSO. 
18. For the purpose of goodwill, make such “No Fee” appearances as deemed necessary by her Appearance Coordinator and the MWVSO.  

19. Not accept outside employment, enroll in school or engage in school-related activities without the prior consent of the MWVSO, and, in any event, such employment or school activities shall not interfere with her duties, responsibilities, and appearances as Miss West Virginia.

20. Keep accurate records of all appearance and monthly income.

21. Keep accurate records of all personal expenses for her protection and income tax purposes.

22. Purchase, at her own expense, stationery/note cards, autograph pads and related supplies.
MWVSO will:
1. Assist in the selection and provision of wardrobe for the Miss America Pageant and shall be notified of wardrobe selections as they are made by Miss West Virginia.  Miss West Virginia shall obtain final consent for wardrobe by MWVSO, which consent shall not be unreasonably withheld. 

2. Provide transportation for Miss West Virginia to and from the Miss American Pageant.

3. Collect all fees and deposit them in an appearance account less a 5% booking fee for MWVSO expenses. Provided; however, for some established appearances, i.e. PASS and RJ Reynolds, the amount per appearance shall be established by MWVSO at the beginning of Miss West Virginia’s year of service and no additional amount shall be withheld.
4. Pay Miss West Virginia a monthly stipend fee from her appearance account in the amount of $600.00.  Unless other provisions are agreed to by MWVSO, any amount due to Miss West Virginia over and above the $600 monthly stipend, shall be paid at the end of her year of service
5. Provide assistance and guidance for the preparation and presentation of Miss West Virginia’s platform and statewide platform(s).

6. Provide sufficient time off for Miss West Virginia to attend to personal matters such as appointments and vacation.  MWVSO shall make every attempt to accommodate requests made by Miss West Virginia, provided that such requests are made in advance (except when not possible, i.e. an emergency or illness) and that the total number of days requested does not become unreasonable.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand and seal this _____ day of _______________ 20____.







________________________________








Signature of Contestant

_______________________________, being duly sworn on her oath according to law deposes and says:

I do hereby certify that I have read this Statement of Understanding, that I do understand its provisions, and will comply with it if I am selected Miss West Virginia.

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA,

COUNTY OF ____________________, to-wit:


Taken, subscribed, and sworn to before me this ____ day of _____________________ 20____.

[AFFIX SEAL]







________________________________







NOTARY PUBLIC

My commission expires: ___________________________.

